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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Watson 
in view of Nozoe et al. 

Watson teaches (col. 33, lines 25-53) coupling an "angular velocity sensor" (line 
27) with "processor" (line 39) to control a safety restraint system of a vehicle. A signal 
from the sensor control the restraint means. 

Watson does not teach the particular angular sensor system of claim 1 1 , which 
calls for sensor, filter and arrangement for carrying out and filter correction. 

Nozoe et al teach an "ANGULAR VELOCITY SENSOR" (Title), including: sensor 
element (40,50,51,52,53,22) for providing an angular velocity signal (i.e. first signal "j" in 
Figure 28(a)); a low pass filter 23 for receiving the first signal of the sensor element; and 
arrangement 63 for carrying out a filter correction (Para 134's adjusting of the filter 23) 
dependent upon a response (on line 24) of the filter to a test signal (on line "j"), which 
test signal occurs when a second "test signal" (Para 128) is applied to element 40 for 
the "adjusting operation, without vibrating the sensor" (Para 128). Finally, please note 
that this apparatus is directed to "a sensor element" (line 3), and thus the body of the 
claim does not refer back to the "impact sensor"; clearly suggestive that this claim is 
limited to any sensor. 

As to claim 1 1 , it would have been obvious to employ Nozoe's angular velocity 
sensor for Watson's "roll angular velocity sensor" (col. 33, line 27) as Watson's 
requirement for an angular velocity sensor is suggestive of any known working angular 
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velocity sensor. In addition, Nozoe's digital adjusting circuit 63 employs a method of 
operation (i.e. algorithm) that affects triggering of Watson's restraint system. 

As to Remarks , consider the following: 

As to p. 6, lines 7-8; Claim 1 1 is directed to a combination that includes 
the structural limitations defined after "comprising" (line 2). Claim 1 1 employs a "sensor 
element" (line 3), suggestive that the claim is limited to any type of sensor element. The 
limitation "a sensor element" (line 3 of claim 11) does not relate/refer back to the 
preamble in any manner. The fact that the sensitive element is introduce as "a sensor 
element" suggests just that. This point was mentioned in the last Office action. 

As to p. 6, lines 9-11; Nozoe teaches carrying out a filter correction which 
necessarily effects the output signal from filter 23,. which of course is related to 
triggering of Watson's safety restraint system. Of course, the "triggering" is not found in 
Nozo (as the triggering is taught in Watson's system), and the "filter" is not found in 
Watson (as the filter is taught in Nozo). 

As to p. 6, the Watson reference calls for use of a (even any) angular 
sensor for a restraint system, while Nozoe teaches a particular angular system. As one 
of ordinary skill must employ a real (i.e. Nozoe's, in this case) angular sensor, Nozoe 
teaches a particular real angular sensor that would of course properly operate in 
Watson. 
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Note: Non elected depend claim 12 is directed to one embodiment, while base 
claim 1 1 is directed to a second different embodiment. As claim 1 not generic, 
Applicant should consider canceling claim 12 in any subsequent response. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert R. Raevis whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2204. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 5:30am to 
3pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron Williams, can be reached on 571-272-2208. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





